Epistle on the 800" Anniversary of the Birth of St. Alexander Nevsky
I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me. (John 5:30)
Beloved Fathers, Brothers, and Sisters in Christ!

As Orthodox Christians we seek to do the will of God at all times, and to thank God for His good will
towards us sinners. For every thing the Lord sends is for our salvation, although we, in our human
weakness, separate these things into “good” and “bad”. For God, all He sends to us is for our good — as
it is first and foremost for our salvation.

This August 30/September 12 we have been given the blessing to mark the 800" anniversary since the
birth of the great saint of God, Great Prince Alexander Nevsky. St. Alexander sought throughout his
life, from his earliest years, to align his life, his rule, and all his actions to the will of God, and to
glorify God for all things. In this he is an example for us all! Let us all strive to emulate him to the best
of our abilities.

For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he that serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but I
am among you as he that serveth. (Luke 22:27)

St. Alexander understood the leadership position which he had been given by God to be a position of
service, not that of lordship. Not as an entitlement, but as a ministry. Just as the Lord Himself was
incarnate to minister to mankind: for the sake of love for fallen mankind — not for the sake of worldly
power. This is in stark contrast to the leading politicians of our time, who seek to promote agendas not
for the glory of God or for the good of the population, but for the sake of an ideology separated from
these two important Orthodox principals of leadership. Let us pray for our secular leaders not just
during the Divine Services as commanded by the Apostle Paul, but also in our private prayers — that
they might more resemble St. Alexander in their philosophy of governance.

For those not in positions of leadership St. Alexander is an example as well, and we should strive to
imitate him as one who had to live fully engaged in the world, but who was never consumed by the
world. In all he did St. Alexander put the Orthodox Faith first and foremost. On the day of this great
jubilee let us all resolve to renew our struggle in this regard as well — and to ask the prayers of the great
St. Alexander before the throne of the Lord in this struggle.

Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For
whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's,
the same shall save it. For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own

soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? (Mark 8:34-37)

This year the Holy Church marks the 125" anniversary of the birth of our St. John of Shanghai and San
Francisco. We share here St. John’s impressions of St. Alexander for the edification of our flock:

“Saint Alexander Nevsky spent his entire life in struggles on behalf of the military and the State; he
rode on horseback to the Tartar Khan in order to establish peace in Russia, and became renowned for
his military victories. But when he fell ill and death came, he accepted it as liberation from the labors
of earthly life and gave himself over to that which was dearer than everything to his soul and became a
monk, in order to enter the longed-for Kingdom of God, not as an earthly warrior, but as a warrior of
Christ.



...The Tartars burned the whole of Russia. Kiev fell, and in the same year Novgorod arose; and that
great commander and leader of the Russian people, the Right-believing Prince Alexander Nevsky,
roused the Russian people for a struggle, not with the Tartars, who had racked Russia's body, but with
the Catholic Swedes, who, taking advantage of Russia's misfortune, wanted to seize the soul of the
Russian people and kill the spiritual might of the Russian nation and Russia. For Alexander Nevsky it
was necessary above all to preserve that spiritual might.”

And thus St. Alexander took to heart the words of the Savior quoted above, that saving our souls is to
be preferred above everything else, even if the whole world could otherwise be gained, because if we

fail to keep the Faith, nothing else matters.

May this celebration be the beginning of a great veneration of St. Alexander Nevsky in our diocese, in
our parishes, and in all our lives! For St. Alexander is a leader by example for those of us living today,
just as he was for his people all those centuries ago. May he lead us to that place where he abides
eternally — to the Heavenly Kingdom!

With Love in our Lord Jesus Christ,
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IToc/aHue B JeHb Npa3 JHOBaHUsA 00W/IeliHON AaThl — 800-/1eTHA CO JHSA POXKAEHHUA CBATOrO
0/1aroBepHOIro Be/IMKOro KHA3s Asiekcanjapa HeBckoro

He uwyy sonu Moes, Ho 8onu nocaagwazo Ms Omya. (UH. 5:30)
Bos3sro6sieHHbIe OTIIbI, OpaTHs U cecTphbl!

[TpaBoc/1aBHBIE XPUCTHAHE CTPEMSTCS BCer/ja UCIIOHATL Bo/mo boykuro u 6marogaputh bora 3a Ero
OnaroziestHyst K Ham, TpelHbiM. 160 Bce, uto nmockuiaeT ['ocnofb, IpeiHa3HaueHo Jyisl Halllero
CriaceHwusl, Jayke eCJiu, 10 Halllel yesioBeuecKoi 1aboCTH, MbI pa3ziesisieM 3TU Bellld Ha “Osarve” u
“xynbie”. [Inst Bora Bce, uto OH MockUIaeT HaM, — 3TO BO 0J1aro, Tak Kak 3TO B MIePBYIO ouepe/ib AJis
Halllero CraceHus.

30 aBrycra/12 ceHTsI0psi Cero rofja Mbl MoJTyumsiv 6iarocioBeHre oTMeTuTh 800-1eTHE CO [THS
poXkaeHus yrofgHuKa boxkust, Besimkoro KHsi3s1 Asiekcanzipa HeBckoro. CBsATO# Gy1aroBepHbIN KHSI3b
AnekcaHZp CTpeMWICS Ha IPOTSDKEHNH BCel CBOel )KU3HU, C CaMbIX PaHHUX JIeT, IPUBECTH CBOIO
JKW3Hb, CBOE MpaB/ieHHe 1 BCe CBOU [JeMCTBUS B COOTBETCTBUH C Bosiel boxkuelt u npocnasnsaTe bora 3a
Bce. B 3TOM OH siB/IsileTCs IprMepoM Ji/1s1 Bcex Hac! Byziem cTpeMUThCS MofpaXkaTb eMy B Mepy HallluxX
CUJL.

Kmo 60 6oauli, 8oanedxcatl nu, uu cayxcatl? He goznedicali au? A3 e nocpede 8ac eCMb SIKO CAyHcall.
(Ik. 22:27)

Kus3b AniekcaHp roHUMall, UTo PyKOBOJIIast JO/DKHOCT, aHHasi emy borowm, siBiisieTcst
JKEPTBEHHBIM CTy>)KeHHEM, a He TIpUBUIerue, mogoouo Camomy I'ocriozy, BOTUIOTHUBIIIEMYCS /1St
CJTy)KeHUsI UeJIoBeueCTBY: Pa/iv JIFOOBH K HaM, a He paii MUPCKOM B/IaCTH. ITO OUeHb KOHTPACTHUPYET C
yOeXXIeHUSIMU BeIyIIUX TTOJTMTUKOB HaIllero BpeMeHH, KOTOPbIe CTPEMSITCS TTPOJIBUraTh CBOIO H7IEH0, He
BO c/aBy boxkuro nnu Ha 6s1aro Hapo/ia, a paJii Ueo0I0TUM, He UMeroIlell Hu4uero o0IIero ¢ STUMu
JIByMs1 BOKHEUIIIMMU TIPaBOC/IaBHaMU TIPUHLMIIaMX PYKOBO/ICTBA. [laBaliTe TOMOIMMCS 3a HallIUX
CBETCKUX TpaBUTeJIeN He TOJLKO BO BpeMsi O0TOC/Ty>KeHHH, KaK roBeJsies1 HaM aroctos [1aBes, HO U B
HaIllUX YaCTHBIX MOJIUTBAX, UTOOBI OHU 0OJIbIIIE MTOXOAUIM Ha CBITOTO 0/IarOBEPHOTO KHS3sI
AnekcaH/ipa B CBOUX MPUHLMIIAX yIPaBIeHUS.

Kus13b AyiekcaH/[p SIBJISIETCSI IPUMEPOM He TOJIBKO [I/Ist TeX, KTO 3aHUMaeT PYKOBOJSIIINE JO/DKHOCTH,
HO U [I/Is1 BCeX HaC. MblI [IO/DKHBI CTPEMHTLCS TT0/[paykaTb €My B TOM Kak JI0JDKHO JKHMTh, Oyayun
TIOJTHOCTBIO TTOTPY’KeHHBIMH B MUD, HO He TOIJIOIIIeHHBIMH MHUPOM. Bo BceM, UTo KHsI3b AJieKcaHp
Jie/iaj paBoC/iaBHasi Bepa Obljia [ijisi Hero TpeBblilie BCero. B ieHb 3TOro BeJIMKOro 1o0usiest jaBaiite
TIOTILITAEMCS YCU/TATD HAIlId MOJIMTBBI M TIPOCUTD 3aCTYITHUUECTBA Y BEJIUKOTO KHsI3st TIEpe/] IIPeCTO/IOM
TocnopHuM B 3TOM G0OpBOE.

Hoice xowem no MHe umu, 0a omeepoicemcs cebe, u o3mem Kpecm ceoll, u no MHe epsioem: udice 60
auje xoujem Odyuly 800 cnacmu, no2zyoum o: a udce no2ybum oyuly c8oto MeHe padu u egaHeenusi, moil
cnacem 10: Kasi 60 noab3a uenoeseky, auje npuobpsiyem mip ecb, u omwjemum Oyuly ceoro? uau umo
dacm yenosek uameHy Ha dywiu ceoeli? (Mk. 8:34-37)

ITockonbky B 3TOM rofy Cssaras LlepkoBb oTMedaeT 125-71eTHe CO AHA POXKIEeHUs Halllero CBITOro
Noanna [anxatickoro u CaH-®paHLIMCCKOTO, MbI IPHBE/IeM HIKe BIleyateHusi CBATOro MloaHHa o
CBSATOM AJleKcaH/ipe B Ha3U/laHUe Hallleii racTBe:



“Cesroii Anekcanzap HeBckuii BCIo CBOO JKM3HB TIPOBEJT B TPyZaxX Ha 0/1aro BoicKa M rocyjapCTBa; OH
roexas BepXoM K TaTapCKOMY XaHy, YToObl yCTaHOBUTh MUP Ha Pycu, 1 poc/iaBuiics CBOMMHU
BOeHHBIMH Nobesilamu. Ho Korjja oH 3a6osien ¥ pHiiia CMepTh, OH IPUHS 3TO KaK 0CBOOOX/jeHue OT
TPYZOB 3eMHOM >KU3HU U 0T/l ce0st TOMY, UTO ObLIO ZIOpOyKe BCETO /i1l €0 AYILH, U CTall MOHAX0M,
yT0OBI BONTH B BoXKAeneHHOe LlapcTBo bokue yke He Kak 3eMHOM BOWH, a KaKk BOUH XPHCTOB.

...Tarapbl coxxry Bcro Pyce. KueB nas, a B Tom ke rofy Bo3HUK HoOBropog; v 3ToT BeIMKUU
TIO/IKOBO/IEL] ¥ BOXK/Ib PYCCKOTO Hapoga, baroBepHsIii KHsi3b Anekcan/ip HeBckuid, MogHsI pyccKui
Hapo/, Ha 60pb0y He C TaTapamu, KOTOpble Tep3aiu Tejo Poccuy, a co 11BefaMU-KaToIMKaMH, KOTOpEIe,
BOCIT0/1b30BaBILUCh HecyacTbeM Poccui, XoTenu 3aBiafieTh JYIIOi PyCCKOro Hapo/a v YOUTb
JYXOBHYIO MOIIIb PyccKol Haiu U Poccun. Inst Anekcangpa HeBckoro 66110 HeoOX0AMMO TIpesxzie
BCEro COXpPaHUTh 3Ty JyXOBHYH MOILb”.

Takum 0b6pa3om CBATOM AjieKcaHp PUHSLI O/TU3KO K cepiy cioBa CriacuTeisi, POIUTHPOBAaHHbIE
BBILIIE, O TOM, UTO CIIACEHHe HAIIMX AYII I0/DKHO OBbITh TIPeANIOUTUTEIbHEee BCET0 0CTATBHOTO, JaXKe
eyt ObI BeCb MUP MOT OBbITh TIPHOOPeTeH UHBIM CTIOCOO0M, TIOTOMY UTO, €C/TU Mbl He COXPaHUM BepY,
HUUTO ZIPYrOe He UMeeT 3HaueHUsl.

[TycTb 5TOT Mpa3fAHMK CTaHeT Haya/loM BeJIMKOTO TIOUMTaHUs CBATOro AjiekcaH/ipa HeBckoro B Hattieit
erapXyu, B HallIUX MPUX0ZaxX U BO Bcel Hailel xu3Hu! CsiTo AJieKcaH/Ip TI0/laeT TIpUMep
XPUCTUAHCKOTO TOBe/IeHUs /IS HaC CerofiHsi, TOYHO TaK ke, KaK OH I10/jaBaJl IpUMep CBOeMY Hapozay,
KOTOPBIM OH MpeBOAUTETLCTBOBAJ, MHOTO CTO/eTHl Ha3aj. [lycTh OH mpuBeJeT HaC B TO MeCTO, KyJa
ObLT IPUHSAT U T7ie TeTiepb NpedbiBaeT BeyHo — B LlapcTBo HebecHoe!

C mo6oBeto o T'ocrioze Hariem Mucyce Xpucre,
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